THE GOLDEN LOTUS	u
possibility of error, for, if we give her anything which is not
exactly what we should give, there may be serious danger.
That is why I have to ask questions and find out what she has
to say. It is essential. The other day I went to see his Lordship
Wang's wife. Her illness was very similar to your lady's. I
asked a few questions, investigated the symptoms and
examined her, and so got an excellent idea of the trouble.
I went home, read some of the prescriptions of the ancients
and compared them with my own ideas upon the subject. I
gave her some medicine to get rid of her fever and something
to strengthen her at the source of her weakness. The treatment
was most effective. The lady took only three or four doses
and then she was completely recovered. His Lordship was
most grateful. He sent me silks and money, and His lady sent
me something too. He also sent me a special sigrvboard and,
when he gave it to me, the musicians played so loud that the
sound reached the heavens. There was inscribed upon it:
'The Learned Doctor with Miraculous Powers/ A few days
ago a friend of mine came to see me, and he says the characters
are done in the Ten style. Every character seems to stand out.
When I was young I did a great deal of reading. It was only
because my family had come down in the world that I began
to practise the art of medicine. I think I can prove that jthe
title of learned doctor was not altogether undeserved/*
"I feel more satisfied now that_you*tell me there is nothing
serious," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "I may say, Doctor, that,
though I have more than one wife, this is the only one for
whom I really care. She has borne me a son and I look to her
to rear him. We must not have any trouble. I have confidence
in your remarkable skill. She shall be carefully looked after,
and, when she gets well, you shall have a handsome fee. I
am only a soldier and cannot attempt to rival his Lordship,
but I know what is right and proper."
"Since you are so kind," Dr jln said, "I will not take any
payment from you. Indeed I would rather that yoti should not
even pay for the medicine."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing laughed heartily. "I am not the sort of
man to take medicine for nothing," he said. "And that reminds
me of a very interesting story. I once heard of a man who said
that a cat with the mange can be cured by a certain black

